


J-DAY SCHEDULE
8:45-9:20

Conference Check-in [Lobby, Knight Hall]

9:30-10:30
Concurrent Session 1 [Welcome Video; Locations provided in session descriptions]
Guided Tours [see page 10 for details]

10:40-11:30
Concurrent Session 2 [Locations provided in session descriptions]
Guided Tours [see page 10 for details]

11:30-12:30
Lunch

•	Advisers and presenters pick up pre-ordered box lunches from Knight 1210 and 
eat in Knight 1208 for networking. 

•	Attendees can purchase lunch in food court on Stamp Student Union’s lower level.

12:40-1:30
Concurrent Session 3 [Locations provided in session descriptions]
Guided Tours [see page 10 for details]

1:40-2:30
Concurrent Session 4 [Locations provided in session descriptions]
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LOCATIONS: [See Campus Map on page 15]
Knight Hall [College of Journalism]
Tawes Hall  [Broadcasting Studios]
Stamp Student Union [Food Court]



SESSION 1 [9:30-10:30]
Student Panel: Sports Journalism on Campus

A discussion with four undergraduates at University of Maryland about studying 
sports journalism and serving in internships as students. Moderator: Mark Hyman, 
director, Shirley Povich Center for Sports Journalism. Knight 1208/Eaton Theater 
(70 seats)

Beyond the Inverted Pyramid: Differentiating Between Writing News 
and Features

This session will focus on alternative story forms that are used in feature writing, 
along with practical advice as to when to use each alternative format. Presenter: 
Jerry Zremski, director, Local News Network, Merrill College of Journalism. Knight 
1200 (25 seats)

Grabbing the Reader
Learn how to write clearly, succinctly and with personality for digital and print 
publications. This workshop will cover the basics of writing a good top to your story, 
especially the lede and nut graph to attract and sustain the reader, listener or viewer. 
A hands-on activity will be incorporated, so bring your laptop. Presenters: Jayne 
O’Donnell, director, Youthcast Media (and Merrill graduate), and Amy Eisman, 
professor emerita of journalism, American University. Knight 2103 (18 seats)

Investigating Political Influence
From foreign agents to luxury trips and super PACs, dive into a crash course on 
the ways that special interests try to influence policy on Capitol Hill — and the 
resources that reporters need to start connecting the dots. Presenter: Aidan Hughes, 
data journalist, Howard Center for Investigative Journalism, Merrill College of 
Journalism. Knight 2105 (18 seats)

Building Your Yearbook’s Student Leadership Skills
Seeking to build community and accountability with students on your publication? 
Hear examples of what works for yearbook teams nationwide. Presenter: Jennifer 
Massey, yearbook representative, Jostens. Knight 2107 (18 seats)

The Art of Interviewing: How to Prepare and Listen Differently
Learn the secrets of great interviewers, active listening, how to look for signposts 
and the art of truly trying to understand the person you are talking to. Presenter: 
Tom Rosenstiel, the Eleanor Merrill Scholar on the Future of Journalism, Merrill 
College of Journalism. Knight 3202 (40 seats)
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Effective Headline Writing
Learn how to write headlines that are optimized for search engines and appealing 
to readers. Presenter: Brian Cleveland, former copy desk chief, The Washington Post. 
Knight 3210 (20 seats)

Fighting Words: Processing the News Through Poetry
Explore poetry as a tool for responding to current events through creative 
expression. Participants will be equipped to write a poem in response to a Pulitzer 
Center news story that shares their personal perspective about a global issue. 
Presenters: Hannah Berk, Fareed Mostoufi and Jessica Mims, Pulitzer Center on 
Crisis Reporting. Tawes 0222-B (16 seats)

Artificial Intelligence for the Boring Stuff
The best journalism uses of large language models are what you might call the 
“boring” ones: extracting and reorganizing information, along with planning and 
coding. Learn how to use AI responsibly and productively to make your journalism 
better. Presenter: Derek Willis, journalism professor, Merrill College of Journalism. 
Tawes 0320 (110 seats)

Through the Lens: Telling Visual News Stories
Strong visuals are an important component of storytelling. This session covers 
capturing moments using video and natural sound to help tell meaningful news 
stories. Students will learn how to combine video and audio to create engaging, 
informative stories. Presenter: Alanna Delfino-Kopania, broadcasting instructor, 
Merrill College of Journalism (and Merrill graduate). Tawes 1107 (50 seats)

Podcasting’s Ins and Outs
Whether you aspire to be an investigative reporter or a longform storyteller (or 
both!), discover how to get started in audio journalism -- from recording your own 
work to making contacts and networking with others in the industry. Presenters: 
Maggie Penman, reporter and host for The Optimist, The Washington Post, and Reena 
Flores, executive producer of audio, The Washington Post. Tawes 0310 (107 seats)

Guided Tours
See page 10 for details
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SESSION 2 [10:40-11:30]
Student Panel: High School Editors on Leading a Publication Staff

Student editors of yearbooks, newspapers and other school media describe how 
to effectively manage other students on their publication staffs. Moderators: Anita 
Powell, White House correspondent, Voice of America. Knight 1208 / Eaton 
Theater (70 seats)

Fair Use and Social Media Images and Videos
This session will demystify fair use principles, allowing you to navigate the legal 
landscape of using images and videos from social media in your reporting without 
engaging in copyright infringement. Presenter: Kevin Goldberg, vice president and 
1st Amendment attorney, Freedom Forum. Knight 1200 (25 seats)

Teacher Tips: How to Manage the Journalism Classroom
This session will help advisers figure out how to balance it all - helping high school 
journalists improve their skills, meet their deadlines and have fun along the way. 
Presenters: Veronica Purvis, executive director, Journalism Education Association, 
and Jessica Nassau, adviser, Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School, Rockville, Md. 
Knight 2103 (18 seats)

Sports Photography That’s Awesome
How to capture remarkable moments at a sports venue hidden within the chaos, 
focusing on the often-overlooked, quiet instances that carry profound significance 
but frequently escape the public eye. Presenter: Tommy Gilligan, freelance 
photographer. Knight 2105 (18 seats)

Making Ethical Decisions in Journalism
Do you report a rumor about the star quarterback? Do you write a story for an 
advertiser? A look at the ethical questions facing high school journalists. Presenter: 
Jonathan D. Salant, SPJDC Hall of Fame member and former National Press Club 
president. Knight 2107 (18 seats)

Mastering Mobile Journalism Through 90-Second Stories
Learn to set clear goals, define your audience and craft micro-stories that resonate 
with viewers, drawing on best practices for mobile journalism. Presenters: Justin 
Rhodes, youth media producer, and Rawan Elbaba, digital producer, PBS News 
Student Reporting Labs. Knight 3202 (40 seats)
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What’s Trending in Yearbook Design
Yearbookers love trends, but the key is using them well. This session breaks down 
current and emerging design trends and how they can inspire your 2027 yearbook. 
Learn what’s popular in layouts, type, color and visuals, and how to adapt trends 
to fit your book’s style and story. Presenters: Kim Underwood and Katie Hill, 
yearbook representatives, Walsworth. Knight 3210 (20 seats)

Quality Photos for Publication
With a focus on portrait photography, this session covers the planning of a shoot, 
getting the most out of subjects and creating professional-looking images for school 
publications. Presenter: Tony Richards, photographer-videographer, University of 
Maryland Smith College of Business. Tawes 0222-B (50 seats)

Creator Journalism: Why the Future of Media Means Putting Yourself 
Forward

Discover the power of personality-driven storytelling and how to combine that with 
subject matter expertise in this moment of media fragmentation. Presenter: Sara 
Kehaulani Goo, president, WP Creator, The Washington Post. Tawes 0320 (110 seats)

How to Win an Argument
At a moment when too many people are talking past each other, this session on 
effective opinion writing will explore how to define your publication’s audience, 
refine your argument and think through what it actually means to “win” a debate. 
Presenter: Alyssa Rosenberg, former Washington Post columnist and editor/co-host, 
Across the Movie Aisle. Tawes 1107 (50 seats)

Applying Journalism Skills to Book Writing
Discover how the product of Merrill College of Journalism drew on her experiences 
with news reporting and feature writing to produce a forthcoming book Taylor 
Swift: The Debut Years. Presenter: Emily Yahr, pop culture reporter, The Washington 
Post (and Merrill graduate). Tawes 0310 (capacity 107)

Guided Tours
See page 10 for details
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SESSION 3 [12:40-1:30]
Student Panel: Challenges and Rewards of Life as a College Journalist

Four journalism majors at University of Maryland describe their studies and how 
they found their niches in capstones and internships. Moderator: Joshua Davidsburg, 
senior lecturer, Merrill College of Journalism, and chapter adviser, Society of 
Professional Journalists (and Merrill graduate). Knight 1208/Eaton Theater (70 seats)

Design Smarter with Canva
Canva can be a great yearbook tool when used with intention. This session focuses 
on using Canva to create strong graphics and visual elements that support your 
book’s design and theme. Learn smart habits, key design do’s and don’ts, and how 
to make designs feel cohesive, intentional and publication-ready. Presenter: Kim 
Underwood, yearbook representative, Walsworth. Knight 1103 (30 seats)

Everything You Want to Know About Being a Journalist But Haven’t 
Been Able to Ask

Wondering what it’s like to be a professional reporter? A journalist with 25 years 
of experience shares tips and answers questions about covering big stories, landing 
interviews and keeping sane in a crazy job. Presenter: Pamela Wood, staff reporter, 
The Baltimore Banner (and Merrill graduate). Knight 1200 (25 seats)

Finding Good Stories for Your Publication Beyond the Obvious
Great stories can hide in plain sight, or they can require persistent digging. Learn 
how to fill your notebook with fascinating ideas. Presenter: Talia Richman, education 
reporter, The Banner Montgomery (and Merrill graduate). Knight 1206 (27 seats)

Grabbing the Reader
Learn how to write clearly, succinctly and with personality for digital and print 
publications. This workshop will cover the basics of writing a good top to your story, 
especially the lede and nut graph to attract and sustain the reader, listener or viewer. 
A hands-on activity will be incorporated, so bring your laptop. Presenters: Jayne 
O’Donnell, director, Youthcast Media (and Merrill graduate), and Amy Eisman, 
professor emerita of journalism, American University. Knight 2103 (18 seats)

Making Ethical Decisions in Journalism
Do you report a rumor about the star quarterback? Do you write a story for an 
advertiser? A look at the ethical questions facing high school journalists. Presenter: 
Jonathan D. Salant, SPJDC Hall of Fame member and former National Press Club 
president. Knight 2107 (18 seats)
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The Art of Interviewing: How to Prepare and Listen Differently
Learn the secrets of great interviewers, active listening, how to look for signposts 
and the art of truly trying to understand the person you are talking to. Presenter: 
Tom Rosenstiel, the Eleanor Merrill Scholar on the Future of Journalism, Merrill 
College of Journalism. Knight 3202 (40 seats)

Effective Headline Writing
Learn how to write headlines that are optimized for search engines and appealing 
to readers. Presenter: Brian Cleveland, former copy desk chief, The Washington Post. 
Knight 3210 (20 seats)

Legal Issues in Photography and Videography
Gain critical insights into the legal considerations of videography and photography 
in various settings, ensuring that you can navigate both public and private spaces 
legally and responsibly. Presenter: Kevin Goldberg, attorney, vice president and 1st 
Amendment attorney, Freedom Forum. Tawes 0236 (48 seats)

Training Camp: Sports Photography 101
Whether you’re a rookie or you already know your way around the sidelines, we’ll 
cover tips and tricks for photographing sports from a photojournalistic mindset. From 
anticipating actions, feature hunting in the stands and a few gear recommendations, 
we’ll get you ready to cover the big game. Presenter: Ulysses Muñoz, staff 
photojournalist, The Baltimore Banner (and Merrill graduate). Tawes 0320 (110 seats)

How to Win an Argument
At a moment when too many people are talking past each other, this session on 
effective opinion writing will explore how to define your publication’s audience, 
refine your argument and think through what it actually means to “win” a debate. 
Presenter: Alyssa Rosenberg, former Washington Post columnist and editor/co-host, 
Across the Movie Aisle. Tawes 1100 (96 seats)

Podcasting’s Ins and Outs
Whether you aspire to be an investigative reporter or a longform storyteller (or 
both!), discover how to get started in audio journalism -- from recording your own 
work to making contacts and networking with others in the industry. Presenter: 
Maggie Penman, reporter and host for The Optimist, The Washington Post. Tawes 
0310 (107 seats)

Guided Tours
See page 10 for details
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SESSION 4 [1:40-2:30]
Quality Photos for Publication

With a focus on portrait photography, this session covers the planning of a shoot, 
getting the most out of subjects and creating professional-looking images for school 
publications. Presenter: Tony Richards, photographer-videographer, University of 
Maryland Smith College of Business. Knight 1103 (30 seats)

Beyond the Inverted Pyramid: Differentiating Between Writing News 
and Features 

This session will focus on alternative story forms that are used in feature writing, 
along with practical advice as to when to use each alternative format. Presenter: 
Jerry Zremski, director, Local News Network, Merrill College of Journalism. Knight 
1200 (25 seats)

Artificial Intelligence for the Boring Stuff
The best journalism uses of large language models are what you might call the 
“boring” ones: extracting and reorganizing information, along with planning and 
coding. Learn how to use AI responsibly and productively to make your journalism 
better. Presenter: Derek Willis, journalism professor, Merrill College of Journalism. 
Knight 1208 (60 seats)

Mastering Mobile Journalism Through 90-Second Stories
Learn to set clear goals, define your audience and craft micro-stories that resonate 
with viewers, drawing on best practices for mobile journalism. Presenters: Justin 
Rhodes, youth media producer, and Rawan Elbaba, digital producer, PBS News 
Student Reporting Labs. Knight 3202 (40 seats)

Can Journalism Really Change the World? Defining Your Impact
Analyze the strategies journalists use to heighten the impact of their stories by 
evaluating examples of how journalism by Pulitzer Center grantees from several 
news outlets has inspired real world change. We will then use an impact framework 
to plan how your stories can reach the people who need to hear them most and 
equip communities with the information they need to take action. Presenters: 
Hannah Berk, Fareed Mostoufi and Jessica Mims, Pulitzer Center on Crisis 
Reporting. Knight 3210 (20 seats)
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What Does a Journalism Career Look Like in 2026?
Journalism skills are especially valued today -- in media jobs and beyond. How do 
journalists make a living today? Where do they work? What are the top skills? How 
do you get the experience that you need? Presenter: Karen Denny, internship and 
career services director, Merrill College of Journalism (and Merrill graduate). Tawes 
0236 (48 seats)

Reaching and Engaging Your Audience
Delivering the news in today’s fragmented media landscape can be a challenge. Here 
are some key insights and practical strategies for finding, growing and better serving 
your audience across digital platforms. Presenter: Stacey Decker, director, Capital 
News Service Audience Engagement Bureau, Merrill College of Journalism (and 
Merrill graduate). Tawes 0320 (110 seats)

Through the Lens: Telling Visual News Stories
Strong visuals are an important component of storytelling. This session covers 
capturing moments using video and natural sound to help tell meaningful news 
stories. Students will learn how to combine video and audio to create engaging, 
informative stories. Presenter: Alanna Delfino-Kopania, broadcasting instructor, 
Merrill College of Journalism (and Merrill graduate). Tawes 1100 (96 seats)

No Guided Tours this session
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GUIDED TOURS
UMTV Studios [broadcast news facility] 
meet tour guide near entrance to Room 1210 [Gaylord Library] in Knight Hall

Tour UMTV in Tawes Hall and see where 
Merrill College students produce live 
newscasts. Explore our professional-grade 
broadcast studios, edit suites, podcast studio 
and newsroom—the heart of hands-on TV 
journalism.

Philip Merrill College of Journalism 
meet tour guide near entrance to Room 1100 [Student Services Office] in Knight Hall

Tour Knight Hall, the home of Fearless 
Journalism, with a current Merrill College 
student. Explore our high-tech classrooms, 
multimedia labs, Investigative Journalism 
Center, Sports Journalism Center and more.

Tour Times: 
Session 1- 9:30-10:30
Session 2- 10:40-11:30
Session 3- 12:40-1:30
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J-DAY SURVEY
We want to hear from you!

The MDCSPA Board of Directors is committed to providing a J-Day 
experience that meets your needs as student journalists and 
advisers. At the end of the ‘26 conference today, please take a 
moment to share your thoughts on what we can do better to serve 
you and your school through J-Day and other activities or resources.

Two advisers and two students who complete this brief survey by 
Monday, March 30, will be selected randomly to receive $25 gift cards!

WI-FI INSTRUCTIONS
Join the UMD network for a guest account.  

1. Connect your device to the UMD-Guest network
Important! This username and password only works on UMD-Guest — no other 
university network (including EDUROAM or UMD-IOT).

2. On the webpage that displays, scroll down to the “Already have an 
account” option and press  the “Click Here” button.

3. Enter user name: j-day

4. Enter password: fbourymiausz

For IT support go to: https://itsupport.umd.edu/itsupport?id=kb_article&sysparm_

article=KB0012824&sys_kb_id=88a32bb84795d1142d65a709536d431a&spa=1
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
MDCSPA Board of Directors

Clare Berke
Wendy Borrelli 
Karen Denny
Megan Fromm
Jay P. Goldman
John Mattingly
Maureen O’Neill
Ashley Porter
Brian Shane 

MDCSPA thanks the following for supporting J-Day 2026:
Dean Rafael Lorente
Assistant Dean Joshua Madden
Clint Bucco
Brendan Hartlove
Emely Miranda-Aguilar, Shannon Raneri and Anika Stikeleather of Society for 
Professional Journalists chapter

ABOUT MDCSPA
The Maryland-D.C. Scholastic Press Association, established in 1946, is a non-

profit organization providing professional development and training opportunities 
for students, journalism teachers and publication advisers at high schools and 
middle schools in the District of Columbia and Maryland.

	 MDCSPA works in partnership with the University of Maryland’s Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism. Membership is free and open to all teachers and staff 
members on student newspapers, yearbooks, broadcasts, literary magazines and 
digital publications. More information: http://www.mdcspa.org
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CONGRATULATIONS!
MDCSPA Student Journalist of the Year

Congratulations to the 2026 Maryland Student Journalist of the Year Mia Dove, 
a senior at Damascus High School in Damascus, Md. Mia is editor-in-chief and 
marketing manager for The Buzz. As this year’s winner, she receives a $500 college 
scholarship and becomes Maryland’s nominee in the national Journalist of the Year 
contest run by the Journalism Education Association.

Current juniors can apply during the fall/winter for the 2027 Student Journalist of 
the Year Award. You can check out the requirements for next year’s competition by 
scanning the QR code. Applications will open in December 2026.

Questions? Contact Krista McKim, director of the Maryland Journalism Education 
Association chapter, at Krista_L_McKim@mcpsmd.org.

Damascus High School Principal Bradley Rohner 
(left) takes a selfie with Editor-in-Chief Mia Dove 
(second from left) and two classmates following 
an interview for an article to introduce him to the 
student body.
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NOTES
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CAMPUS MAP

Fully interactive map: https://maps.umd.edu/map/ 

For emergencies: dial 911

For non-emergencies: call campus police at 301-405-3333


