


J-DAY SCHEDULE
9:00-9:45

Conference Registration [Hoff Theater, Stamp Student Union]

9:50-11:00
Opening Program [Hoff Theater, Stamp Student Union]

•	Welcome / MDCSPA board members Megan Fromm and Ashley Porter 
•	Greetings: Derek Willis, Merrill College of Journalism professor 
•	Recognition of Schools: Megan Fromm and Maureen O’Neill 
•	Award Announcement: 2025 Maryland Student Journalist of the Year 

Keynote Speaker
•	“My MoCo Story” by Alex Tsironis, founder of The MoCo Show 

Parting Announcements by Ashley Porter

11:15-12:00
Concurrent Session 1 [Locations provided within session descriptions]
Guided Tours [see page 8 for details]

12:00-1:00
Lunch

•	Advisers and presenters pick up pre-ordered box lunches from Knight 1210 
and eat in Knight 1208 for networking. 

•	Students and others can purchase lunch in food court on Stamp Union’s 
lower level.

1:10-1:55
Concurrent Session 2 [Locations provided within session descriptions]
Guided Tours [see page 8 for details]

2:10-2:55
Concurrent Session 3 [Locations provided within session descriptions]
Guided Tours [see page 8 for details]
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FACILITIES:
Knight Hall  |  Benjamin Hall  |  Tawes Hall  [See Campus Map on page 11]



SESSION 1 [11:15-12:00]
Student Panel: Sports Journalism on Campus

A discussion with four undergraduates at University of Maryland about 
studying sports journalism and serving in internships as students. Moderator: 
Mark Hyman, director, Shirley Povich Center for Sports Journalism. Knight 
1208/Eaton Theater (capacity 70) 

Finding Stories in Data
Interviewing data is like interviewing people. This session shows you how to ask 
and answer questions using common tools like Google Sheets. Presenter: Derek 
Willis, lecturer in data and computational journalism, University of Maryland 
Philip Merrill College of Journalism. Knight 2103 (capacity 18)

The Art of Headline Writing
Learn how to write headlines that are optimized for search engines and 
appealing to readers. Presenter: Brian Cleveland, copy desk chief, The 
Washington Post. Knight 2105 (capacity 18) 

Submitting Student Stories to PBS News
Learn how to craft and submit impactful stories to PBS News Student 
Reporting Labs, with tips on aligning with editorial standards, meeting 
deadlines and creating content that stands out. Presenter: Justin Rhodes, youth 
media producer, PBS News Student Reporting Labs. Knight 2107 (capacity 18) 

How to Persuade in Your Writing
Whether you’re trying to change school policy or have an impact on a national 
debate, convincing people takes work. Learn how to write columns and letters 
to the editor that will excite the apathetic and get your opponents to change 
their minds. Presenter: Alyssa Rosenberg, letters and community editor, The 
Washington Post. Knight 3210 (capacity 20) 

Beyond the Inverted Pyramid
There are alternate story forms to engage readers, and this session will prime 
you for writing feature stories in a variety of different formats. Presenter: Jerry 
Zremski, director, Local News Network, Philip Merrill College of Journalism. 
Tawes 0223 (capacity 40)
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Student Press Freedom 101
What are your rights as a public high school student journalist? Learn about the 
major court cases defining First Amendment protections that apply in school, 
as well as practical guidance. Presenter: Ellen Goodrich, Jack Nelson-Dow Jones 
Foundation fellow, Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press. Tawes 0236 
(capacity 48) 

How to Make a Podcast
What do podcasters do all day? Get answers from the executive producers of 
two of the nation’s most popular podcasts as they walk you through a day in the 
life of their respective shows — from research and reporting to interviewing 
and sound design. Presenters: Maggie Penman, executive producer, Post 
Reports, The Washington Post, and Tara Boyle, executive producer, Hidden 
Brain, National Public Radio. Tawes 0310 (capacity 107)

Artificial Intelligence, Journalism and Our Future
Learn what generative AI is, how it can impact journalism, how it can go wrong 
and what to expect in its use soon. Presenter: Daniel Trielli, assistant professor 
of media and democracy, University of Maryland Philip Merrill College of 
Journalism. Tawes 0320 (capacity 110)

Sports Photography Capturing the Action
How photographing high school sports lays a great foundation and prepares you 
to shoot at a major league level. Learn from a veteran of major sporting events 
worldwide. Presenter: Jonathan Newton, retired photographer, The Washington 
Post. Benjamin 1121 (capacity 40)

Yearbook Design Trends
Yearbookers love trends, so get a jump on your 2026 planning and inspiration. 
Learn what big trends are happening in graphic design and ways to incorporate 
them into your yearbook. Presenter: Kim Underwood, Walsworth yearbook 
representative and former yearbook adviser. Benjamin 2119 (capacity 40) 

Quality Photos for Publication
With a focus on portrait photography, this session covers the planning of a shoot, 
getting the most out of subjects and creating professional-looking images for 
school publications. Presenter: Tony Richards, photographer-videographer, 
University of Maryland Smith College of Business. Benjamin 3315 (capacity 38)
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SESSION 2 [1:10-1:55]
Student Panel: The Role of Student Editors in Effectively 
Running Your Publication

Student editors of newspapers, yearbooks, broadcasting and social media 
address managing other students on their staffs. Moderator: Maureen O’Neill, 
MDCSPA board member. Knight 1208/Eaton Theater (capacity 70)

The Art of Interviewing: How to Prepare and Listen Differently
Learn the secrets of great interviewers, active listening, how to look for 
signposts and the art of truly trying to understand the person you are talking 
to. Presenter: Tom Rosenstiel, the Eleanor Merrill Scholar on the Future of 
Journalism, Philip Merrill College of Journalism. Knight 2103 (capacity 18)

Beyond the Inverted Pyramid
There are alternate story forms to engage readers, and this session will prime 
you for writing feature stories in a variety of different formats. Presenter: Jerry 
Zremski, director, Local News Network, Philip Merrill College of Journalism. 
Knight 2105 (capacity 18)

What Does a Career in Journalism Look Like in 2025?
How do journalists make a living today? Where do they work? How do you get 
the experience and skills that you need? Employers of all kinds are looking for 
various journalism expertise. Presenter: Karen Denny, internship and career 
services director, Philip Merrill College of Journalism. Knight 2107 (capacity 18) 

Ethical Decision Making in Journalism
Reporters and editors for high school publications face the same ethical 
quandaries as professional journalists do. We’ll discuss when and when not to 
publish. Presenter: Jonathan D. Salant, veteran Washington reporter and former 
National Press Club president. Knight 3210 (capacity 20)

Social Media & Knowing Your Audience
If you’re way too online, this session will teach you how to turn your interest 
in memes and vertical video into an avenue for reporting the news. Presenter: 
Brandon Carter, assignment editor for social media, The Washington Post. 
Tawes 0223 (capacity 40)   
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Legal Issues in Photography and Videography
Gain critical insights into the legal considerations of videography and 
photography in various settings, ensuring that you can navigate both public 
and private spaces legally and responsibly. Presenter: Kevin Goldberg, vice 
president/First Amendment expert, Freedom Forum. Tawes 0236 (capacity 48)

Training Camp: Sports Photography 101
Whether you’re still a rookie or you already know your way around the 
sidelines, we’ll go over tips and tricks for photographing sports from a 
photojournalistic mindset. From anticipating actions, feature hunting in the 
stands and gear recommendations, we’ll get you set. Presenter: Ulysses Muñoz, 
staff photojournalist, The Baltimore Banner. Tawes 0310 (capacity 107)

Sportswriting Today: What Has Changed and What Remains 
Timeless

In an era full of quick posts on X and a new stat arriving daily, the best stories 
still focus on the people being profiled or the key moments that decide a game. 
Presenter: David Elfin, former president, Pro Football Writers of America. 
Tawes 0320 (capacity 110)

Strategies for Reporting on Climate and Environment
Students assess different approaches to reporting on environmental issues. 
Discover how to create your own story pitch and reporting approach. 
Presenters: Jessica Mims, program coordinator, K-12 education and Donnalie 
Jamnah, senior program manager, K-12 education, Pulitzer Center on Crisis 
Reporting. Benjamin 1121 (capacity 40)

Building Student Leadership Skills
Seeking ideas to build community and accountability with your students? 
Hear examples of what works for yearbook teams nationwide. Presenters: Jen 
Massey and Josh Sweet, Jostens yearbook sales representatives. Benjamin 2119 
(capacity 40) 

Quality Photos for Publication
With a focus on portrait photography, this session covers the planning of a 
shoot, getting the most out of subjects and creating professional-looking images. 
Presenter: Tony Richards, photographer-videographer, University of Maryland 
Smith College of Business. Benjamin 3315 (capacity 38)
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SESSION 3 [2:10-2:55]
Student Panel: Challenges and Rewards in Life as a College 
Journalist

Four University of Maryland journalism majors will describe their studies and 
found their niches in capstones and internships. Moderator: Chris Harvey, 
principal lecturer at Philip Merrill College of Journalism. Knight 1208/Eaton 
Theater (capacity 70) 

Mix Up Your Captions
Let’s remain true to the ABCD caption formula but mix it up a bit. We will 
practice how to write great captions in yearbooks without starting every 
caption with a student’s name. Presenters: Pam Tripp and Nancy Jones, Varsity 
Yearbook representatives. Knight 2107 (capacity 18)

Ethical Decision Making in Journalism
Reporters and editors for high school publications face the same ethical 
quandaries as professional journalists do. We’ll discuss when and when not to 
publish. Presenter: Jonathan D. Salant, veteran Washington reporter and former 
National Press Club president. Knight 3210 (capacity 20) 

Social Media & Knowing Your Audience
If you’re way too online, this session will teach you how to turn your interest 
in memes and vertical video into an avenue for reporting the news. Presenter: 
Brandon Carter, assignment editor for social media, The Washington Post. 
Tawes 0223 (capacity 40)   

Fair Use and Social Media Images and Videos
This session will demystify fair use principles, allowing you to navigate the 
legal landscape of using images and videos from social media in your reporting 
without engaging in copyright infringement. Presenter: Kevin Goldberg, vice 
president/First Amendment expert, Freedom Forum. Tawes 0236 (capacity 48)
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Training Camp: Sports Photography 101
Whether you’re still a rookie or you already know your way around the 
sidelines, we’ll go over tips and tricks for photographing sports from a 
photojournalistic mindset. From anticipating actions, feature hunting in the 
stands and gear recommendations, we’ll get you set. Presenter: Ulysses Muñoz, 
staff photojournalist, The Baltimore Banner. Tawes 0310 (capacity 107)

Mastering Mobile Journalism: Crafting 90-Second Stories
Explore how to set clear goals, identify audiences and create concise, engaging 
video stories that resonate with viewers, drawing on best practices for mobile 
journalism. Presenter: Justin Rhodes, youth media producer, PBS News Student 
Reporting Labs. Tawes 0320 (capacity 18)

Exploring AI Accountability Through Journalism
Students identify where artificial intelligence is showing up in their lives, 
examine models for reporting on AI from Pulitzer Center journalists and use 
journalism-based case studies to evaluate AI ethics. Presenters: Jessica Mims, 
program coordinator, K-12 education and Donnalie Jamnah, senior program 
manager, K-12 education, Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. Benjamin 1121 
(capacity 40)
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GUIDED TOURS
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UMTV Studios [broadcast news facility] 
meet tour guide near entrance to Room 1210 [Gaylord Library] in Knight Hall

Tour UMTV in Tawes Hall and see where 
Merrill College students produce live 
newscasts. Explore our professional-grade 
broadcast studios, edit suites, podcast 
studio and newsroom—the heart of 
hands-on TV journalism.

Philip Merrill College of Journalism 
meet tour guide near entrance to Room 1100 [Student Services Office] in Knight Hall

Tour Knight Hall, the home of Fearless 
Journalism, with a current Merrill 
College student. Explore our high-tech 
classrooms, multimedia labs, Investigative 
Journalism Center, Sports Journalism 
Center and more.

Tour Times: 11:15-12:00  |  1:10-1:55  |  2:10-2:55



WI-FI INSTRUCTIONS
Join the UMD network for a guest account.  

1. Connect your device to the UMD-Guest network
Important! This username and password only works on UMD-Guest — no 
other university network (including EDUROAM or UMD-IOT).

2. On the webpage that displays, scroll down to the “Already 
have an account” option and press  the “Click Here” button.

3. Enter user name: j-day2025

4. Enter password: griendogedor
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CONGRATULATIONS!
MDCSPA Student Journalism Award
Congratulations to the 2025 Maryland Student Journalist of the Year Seyun Park, 
a senior at Walter Johnson High School in Bethesda, Md.

Current juniors can apply during the fall/winter for the 2026 Maryland Student 
Journalist of the Year Award. You can check out the requirements for next year’s 
competition by scanning the QR code. Applications will open in December 2025.

Questions? Contact Krista McKim, director of the Maryland Journalism Education 
Association chapter, at Krista_L_McKim@mcpsmd.org. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
MDCSPA Board of Directors

Clare Berke
Karen Denny
Megan Fromm
Jay P. Goldman
John Mattingly
Krista McKim
Maureen O’Neill
Ashley Porter
Brian Shane

MDCSPA thanks the following for supporting J-Day 2025:
Dean Rafael Lorente
Assistant Dean Joshua Madden
Clint Bucco
Brendan Hartlove
Eric Martin
Emily Condon, Emely Miranda-Aguilar and Anika Stikeleather of the Society 
for Professional Journalists chapter at the University of Maryland

ABOUT MDCSPA
The Maryland-D.C. Scholastic Press Association, established in 1946, is 

a non-profit organization providing professional development and training 
opportunities for students, journalism teachers and publication advisers at high 
schools and middle schools in the District of Columbia and Maryland.

MDCSPA works in partnership with the University of Maryland’s Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism. Membership is free and open to all teachers and 
staff members on student newspapers, yearbooks, broadcasts, literary magazines 
and digital publications. More information: http://www.mdcspa.org
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CAMPUS MAP
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